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School Year 2007-'08
8th Grade Earth Science
Resource Room

Teacher:
 
Mrs. C. Diaz 

Period/Room:

2nd,  4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 
Textbook:

The Earth and Beyond (Steck-Vaughn) a modified text
Required Materials: 
 

1 - 2 subject notebook 
2 - lead pencils


1 - black or blue ink pen         1 box - color pencils


Course Description:

Earth science focuses on planet Earth and its place in the universe.  Topics include The Solar System, Weather, Land and Water, Regions of Earth, Shaping the Surface, The Changing Earth, Materials of Earth, and Conservation.
Course Objectives:

By the end of this course, students will become familiar with career opportunities and technological advances within various science disciplines.  Students will develop an awareness of historical achievements and will learn through cooperative laboratory exercises.  Mathematical applications, writing skills, and reading pertaining to science will be taught and practiced, and the use of technology will be integrated throughout this course.
Assignments/Quizzes/Tests: 

· Daily assignments given are to be completed in class.  At the teacher's discretion, students who do not complete their in-class assignments may be allowed to complete them at home. 

·  Missed assignments/quizzes/tests due to absences must be made up no later than 2 school days after the student returns to class.  Special arrangements should be made for make-up work due to a long-term absence.

· Homework given is mainly for supplemental practice of a skill or concept that has been mastered.  Homework may be given as practice or review in preparation for a test or as part of a special project.

· Quizzes, on daily material, will be given at the discretion of the teacher.  Missed quizzes will not be made up.
· Tests will usually be given at the end of a chapter.
· A log sheet will be kept in each student's assignment folder as a chronological record of all assignments, quizzes, tests, and project rubrics contained therein.
Projects:  

· Special Projects/Activities and Labs may be assigned during the school year.  
· The duration may vary from 2 to 10 days.  
· Some projects may require the students to obtain materials outside of the classroom.  In this case, a note to parents will be sent informing them of this requirement.
· Some projects may be required to be taken home to complete.  An example may be the need to use media such as radio or television, or to interview subjects outside of the school setting.  
Notebook:

· Almost daily, notes and assignments will be handed out or written on the board.  

· Handouts must be stapled into the students' notebooks, and board notes, assignments, quizzes and tests must be written neatly in their notebooks.

· All entries must be in chronological order by date.

Participation:
· Attendance is important.  Tardiness will not be tolerated.  

· Students late for a quiz/test because of an unexcused tardy will not be allowed to make-up.  

· Students may lose points for tardiness and absences (With the exception of special circumstances for long-term absences).

· Students who are excessively tardy will be referred to the assistant principal in charge of discipline.
Grading:  

Grades will be determined by the total points earned by individual students, divided by the total points in each category below.

· Assignments







25%
· Quizzes/tests (total points)
 




25%

· Projects  (points from teacher and/or peer evaluation rubrics)
25%

· Notebook  (points from teacher evaluation rubric)


25%

Grading Scale:  


90-100% 
= A



80-89%   
= B



70-79%   
= C

      
60-69%   
= D


59% and lower  
= F

Classroom Behavior, Rules, and Responsibilities:
1. Students should adhere to the Schoolwide Behavior Expectations Big9.

2. Students must come to class on time.

3. Food and drinks must be consumed outside the classroom. 

4. Language that is offensive and inappropriate will not be tolerated.

5. Everyone in the classroom will treat each other with respect and courtesy.

6. Everyone in the classroom will treat school and personal property with respect.

7. Students must bring required supplies and materials to class daily.

8. Assignments must be turned in on time.

Consequences:

· 1st warning – documented on Minor Offences sheet.
· 2nd warning – documented on Minor Offences sheet.
· 3rd  warning - contact parents and documented on Minor Offences sheet.
· 4th  warning - contact parents, 15 minute lunch detention and documented on Minor Offences sheet.
· 5th  warning - contact parents and referral to assistant principal 
August 15, 2007
Dear Parent(s):


Welcome to a new school year!  The attached Course Syllabus consists of the course outline and objectives, description of the requirements for class assignments, tests, projects and participation, grading, rules and consequences.  Also listed are materials that your child will need by the second week of school.  I have already reviewed the syllabus with the students during class time.  Please take the time to go over the syllabus with your child again, particularly the Behavior, Rules and Responsibilites, and Consequences.  
If you have any questions regarding this syllabus or your child's progress in the class, please feel free to call and leave a message and your contact number at the main office 472-6785, or send a note with your child.  I will try to contact you during my prep period or immediately after the students are dismissed for the day.

I look forward to the fun and exciting learning experiences this school year has to offer.

Thank you,







Mrs. C. Diaz


Please sign below to acknowledge that you have read and understood the information described in the attached syllabus.

____________________________



____________________________

Student's name (print)




Parent/Guardian (print and sign)












_______________












Date




