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Course Description and Objectives

This is an advanced eighth grade math class.  The focus of this course is to master Algebra 1 so that students may take geometry in 9th grade.  Students will be introduced to quadratic equations and functions; polynomials and factoring; rational equations and functions; and radicals and connections to geometry.   Students will master eighth grade math skills that are aligned with GPSS content standards and SAT 10 such as:  variables and equations; integer operations; equations and inequalities; ratio, proportion and percent; polygons and transformations; real numbers and right triangles; measurement, area and volume; linear equations and graphs; data analysis and probability; polynomials and functions.  

Textbook Title and Required Materials

Students will be issued Algebra, by McDougal Littell.  Students will keep their textbook at home and use a class set in school.  Students will need a composition notebook, a protractor, ruler, calculator (preferably a scientific calculator), graph paper, pencils and pens.  

Course Outline

	First Quarter

Connections to Algebra; Properties of Real Numbers;  Solving Linear Equations;


	Second Quarter

Graphing Linear Equations and Functions; Writing Linear Equations; Solving and Graphing Linear Inequalities;



	Third Quarter

Systems of Linear Equations and Inequalities; Exponents and Exponential Functions;


	Fourth Quarter

Quadratic Equations and Functions; Polynomials and Factoring.


Grading Procedure 

Grades are reported in the mid-term and at the end of each quarter via progress reports and report cards.  Your child will know his grade at all times.  


Assignments (Class work, Homework)

50%




Quizzes and Tests




35%


Post-Test




          +15%






      

100%

Homework Policy

At the beginning of the week, assignments for the week will be given.  Homework makes up 50% of the grade so it is extremely important that it is completed.  Students will correct and grade their own homework.   All homework assignments will be done in their composition notebooks

Make-up Work

Students are required to make-up missed homework assignments, quizzes and chapter tests.  Make-up work must be completed within a week of students’ return to school unless other arrangements have been made.  

Quiz/Test Policy

A pre-chapter test is given at the beginning of each chapter.  This test grade is not counted towards your child’s grade.  Quizzes, mid-chapter tests, chapter tests and practice standardized tests will be given in each chapter and will make up 35% of the grade.

Post-Test

A post-test will be given at the end of each quarter.  The post-test is weighted at 15% of the total grade per quarter.  

Classroom Rules of Conduct 

1. We will be truthful and honest.

2. We will respect our teachers and other adults.

3. We will be prepared for class every day.

4. We will come to class on time.

5. We will be polite at all times.

6. We will be friendly to fellow classmates.

Citizenship Evaluation

Citizenship grades are reported at the middle and end of the quarter via progress reports and report cards.  

E = Excellent 

· udent exhibits exemplary behavior; no disciplinary action needed

· ways follows school and classroom rules

· Listens politely and demonstrates respect to others

· Actively participates in class most of the time

· Socializes very well with others most of the time

S = Satisfactory

· Student exhibits good behavior; few to no disciplinary action needed

· Consistently follows school and classroom rules

· Participates in class

· Gets along well with others some of the time

N = Needs Improvement

· Student exhibits inappropriate behavior;

· Inconsistently follows school and classroom rules

· Occasional disciplinary action needed; teacher disciplinary action needed on three or more occasions

· Student participation in class is infrequent

· Has difficulty getting along with others

U = Unsatisfactory 

· Student exhibits unacceptable behavior

· Frequent disciplinary action needed; referred to the SSO and disciplinary action taken (Level II and/or III type offenses)

· Student does not participate in class

· Does not get along with others

I will maintain contact with you via e-mail, notes, telephone, and/or in-school conferences regarding behavior and academic achievement.

PLEASE SIGN BELOW, INDICATING THAT YOU HAVE GONE OVER THIS MATH SYLLABUS WITH YOUR CHILD.  FILL IN THE INFORMATION AND RETURN IT TO ME 

_________________________________
      _________________________________

Student (PRINT)



      Parent/Guardian (PRINT)

_________________________________
      _________________________________

1. Contact name and number
(PRINT)
      Parent/Guardian (SIGNATURE)

_________________________________
      _________________________________

2. Contact name and number
(PRINT)
      E-mail (PRINT)
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