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Syllabus for 8th Grade Reading

SY 2007-2008
Instructor:  Laura Q. Topasna

Text:  Elements of Literature (Red Edition) as well as novels and other resources.


☼No textbook will be issued to the students.  A class set will be provided for in class use.  Arrangements may be made should there be any emergencies. 

Course Description:


Reading is an aspect of life that is almost a basic necessity for living.  You need to know how to read for just about everything that you do.  From reading the newspaper to filling out an application for a job to reading the menu so that you can order food to reading street signs to figure out where you are going.


Although reading is important, it does not have to be boring.  This year we will continue what you have been doing for the past few years, but go in depth on certain topics.  We will not only use the traditional textbooks for class, but novels, magazines, and the newspaper as well.  We will make this a fun year for everyone through read-a-louds, class discussions, presentations, activities, and tests.

Course Objectives:

♠Students will be a more efficient reader.

♠Students will be able to differentiate between the different types of genre. (Fiction, non-fiction, biographies, etc.)

♠Students will be able to express themselves through poetry.

♠Students will be able to compose a book review using the writing process. 

Course Content:
♦Reading level testing – A pre-test will be given at the beginning of the school year to determine what reading level each student is at.  A post-test will given at the end of the year to measure the growth of each student.

♦Vocabulary

♦Book review

♦Quizzes and tests

♦Special projects

Materials Required:
♥Binder (1/2 or 1 inch) – students are required to have a binder specifically for Reading class.  All assignments should be kept in the binder, which will be collected periodically for checks.

♥Loose leaf paper – no assignment will be accepted on notebook paper.

♥Blue or black pen – no assignment will be accepted in any other color.

♥Dictionary (Optional) – for use at home.

Assignment Specifications:

♣Planner – There will random checks to see if the students have their planner.  It is extremely important that the students have their planner at all times.  The planner will also be used as a communication device.  If there are any comments or questions, feel free to write in your child’s planner and I will respond.

♣Written assignments – Most assignments will be completed in class.  There will be homework assigned periodically.  Students will be required to turn in homework the next meeting time, unless otherwise instructed.  If a student is absent, he/she is responsible for completing the assignments that they missed.  If a student is absent for several consecutive days, prior arrangements should be made.

♣Quizzes/Tests – Quizzes will be given randomly.  Tests are given after each story is read and after a study period.

♣Vocabulary – At the beginning of the week, the students will receive a list of words.  After 2 lists are given, there will be a test on the 2 lists at the end of the week.  When the tests are given back to the student, parents/guardians should sign the test and return to the teacher.  It is an assignment/grade to have the parent signature.

♣Projects – Each quarter there will be at least one major project due.  Some may be individual and others will be group projects.  More details will follow.

Disciplinary Pan:
The rules of the classroom are:

1. Come to class on time and prepared.

2. Respect yourself and others.

3. If it is not yours, DO NOT touch it.

4. No excessive talking.

5. No horseplay.

6. No eating or drinking (This includes gum!).

7. No hats worn in class.

1st Offense:  Teacher and student talk.

2nd Offense:  Student and counselor talk.

3rd Offense:  Call is made home to discuss the problem occurring.

4th Offense:  Parents are called in for a teacher conference.

Course Evaluation:

☺Post Tests



15%

☺Daily Assignments


20%
☺Vocabulary



20%





☺Tests/Quizzes



20%

☺Projects



20%

☺Planner



5%





100%

Citizenship Grade:

Each student’s citizenship grade is evaluated based on the following rubrics:  Students need to exhibit at least two of the behaviors in each category to warrant that evaluation.  

E = Excellent

· Student exhibits exemplary behavior:  no disciplinary action needed

· Always follows school and classroom rules

· Listens politely and demonstrates respect to others

· Actively participates in class most of the time

· Socializes very well with others most of the time

S = Satisfactory

· Student exhibits good behavior; few to no disciplinary action needed

· Consistently follows school and classroom rules

· Participates in class

· Gets along well with others some of the time.

N = Needs Improvement

· Student exhibits inappropriate behavior

· Inconsistently follows school and classroom rules

· Occasional disciplinary action needed; teacher disciplinary action needed on three 


or more occasions.

·  Student participation in class is infrequent 

·  Has difficulty getting along with others

U = Unsatisfactory

· Student exhibits unacceptable behavior; 

·  Frequent disciplinary action needed;  referred to the SSO and disciplinary action 

       Taken (Level II or III type offenses)

·  Student does not participate in class

·  Does not get along with others.

* Please note that citizenship grades are reported at the middle and end of the quarter via progress reports and report cards.  

Thank you for taking the time to read the course syllabus.  If there are any questions, please feel free to call the school at 472-6785 or 477-9542/3 or at home 789-4100.  Also, if there is anything you feel that I should know about your child or any special needs that needs to be addressed, please write me a note or call the school or my home.









Laura Q. Topasna

___________________________________
___________________________________

Student Name (Print)



Parent/Guardian’s Name (Print)

___________________________________
___________________________________

Student Signature/Date



Parent/Guardian’s Signature/Date

Comments:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for taking the time to read the course syllabus.  If there are any questions, please feel free to call the school at 472-6785 or 477-9542/3 or at home 789-4100.  Also, if there is anything you feel that I should know about your child or any special needs that needs to be addressed, please write me a note or call the school or my home.









Laura Q. Topasna
