Agueda Johnston Middle School

SY 2007-2008

Direct Instruction: Reasoning and Writing

Teacher’s Name:  Liza Artero



Team Prep:  3rd Period

Email:   lcartero@hotmail.com


      Personal Prep:  4th Period

Room:  41/Quad Building   
Course Description
Reasoning and Writing teaches students the critical thinking skills they need to analyze situations clearly and reach conclusions logically. Students will be able to express themselves with precision and clarity as they write.   The lessons consist of teacher directed-activities and independent work.
Level D 
Parts of Speech & Sentence Analysis, Clarity in Writing, Sentence Types, Inaccurate and Unclear Directions, Misleading and Inaccurate Claims, Arguments, Passage Writing
Level E
Retell, Parallel Construction, Parts of Speech and Sentence Analysis, General/Specific, Clarity, Vocabulary, Descriptions, Deductions, Writing, Projects
Level F
Retell, Grammar and Usage, General/Specific, Clarity of Meaning. Deductions and Inferences, Writing, Team Projects, Writing Extensions

Program Objective

To write well, students must be able to think well. With Reasoning and Writing, higher-level thinking is integrated with writing instruction to help students express ideas efficiently and effectively.
Materials

· pencils (2)

· composition notebook (1)

· red pen for correcting(1)

Textbook

Reasoning and Writing Textbook

 SRA/McGraw-Hill ©2001 (a non-consumable item) 
Workchecks

Each student must apply the following DI Workcheck procedures to all assignments:

1. All work must be done with a pencil only

2. Students correct their own work (with a red pen) as the teacher reads aloud the answers

3. Use a ( for all correct responses (not a C)

4. Use an ( for all incorrect responses

5. Students must do all Fix-Ups (corrections) on incorrect responses

6. Points for each lesson should be totaled by students

7. With the teacher’s assistance, students are to record their percentage grade at the top of each lesson.

As structured by the Reasoning and Writing Program to ensure proficiency and success, students must participate in planned correction procedures/workchecks throughout each lesson.

Grading Scale:

90%-100% = A       *DI Passing = 85% to 100%




80%- 89% = B





70%- 79% = C





60%- 69% = D





0%- 59% = F

Classroom Discipline Plan
All students are expected to follow all school rules outlined in the Student/Parent Handbook, in addition to the Classroom Rules listed below.

RULES
1.   Students must come prepared for class and complete work on time.

2. Students must listen carefully and follow directions in class.
3. Students must stay on task.
4. Students must raise their hand to be recognized.
5. Students must respect school and personal properties.
6. Students must respect other students and school authority.
NO STUDENT WILL BE ALLOWED TO KEEP A TEACHER FROM TEACHING OR

ANOTHER STUDENT FROM LEARNING

Our classrooms are "Gang Free," therefore, the "GRAFFITI" of textbooks, assignments, papers, notebooks, workbooks, etc. will not be tolerated.

If the above behaviors are not followed daily in each class the teacher may utilize this plan to assist the student in developing appropriate behavior.

CONSEQUENCES

Teacher gives initial verbal warning to the student. 

1st Consequence:    Written Warning on minor referral form (this may merit 





a note sent home to parents via the student planner)/Detention

2nd Consequence:
Team Conference/Parent contact 

3rd Consequence:
Referral to Counselor/Detention*

4th Consequence:
Referral to the Administration

*At the discretion of the teacher

SEVERE CLAUSE: Severe inappropriate behavior will result in a direct referral to the administration.

Citizenship Grade:

Each student’s citizenship grade is based on the following rubric.  Students need to exhibit at least two of the behaviors in each category to warrant that evaluation.  

E = Excellent

· Student exhibits exemplary behavior:  no disciplinary action needed

· Always follows school and classroom rules

· Listens politely and demonstrates respect for others

· Actively participates in class most of the time

S = Satisfactory

· Student exhibits good behavior; few to no disciplinary action needed

· Consistently follows school and classroom rules

· Participates in class

· Gets along well with others some of the time.

N = Needs Improvement

· Student exhibits inappropriate behavior

· Inconsistently follows school and classroom rules

· Occasional disciplinary action needed; teacher disciplinary action needed on three 


or more occasions.

· Student participation in class is infrequent 

· Has difficulty getting along with others

U = Unsatisfactory

· Student exhibits unacceptable behavior

· Frequent disciplinary action needed; referred to the SSO and disciplinary action 

     taken (Level II or III type offenses)

· Student does not participate in class

· Does not get along with others.

THIS COURSE SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

____________________________

Rose Castro, Assistant Principal

Curriculum
Parent Acknowledgement of Course Syllabus for Direct Instruction –Reasoning and Writing Class

My Child and I have read and discussed the Course Syllabus for Reasoning and Writing- Direct Instruction.
Print Child’s Name: ________________________________________________
Period: ________



  First                  Middle
            Last
Child’s Signature:  ________________________________
       
Date: ____________

Parent’s Signature:  _______________________________
       
Date: _____________

Students are to return this page to Ms. Artero.

