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	8th. Grade Earth Science Syllabus

Agueda I. Johnston Middle School  (Year 2007-2008)
Teacher: Mrs. Mary L. Garvilles

B wing - Room 7

	Welcome to your very dynamic, earthshaking, thundering, out of this world science class. This course is made specifically about you and the wondrous world of mystery that encompasses you. We will mentally climb the highest mountains and dive the deepest trenches to explore our universe. The only obstacles you may encounter are mental barriers stronger than steel which can only be broken with an open mind. So be prepared for the most challenging class you have ever had! 
Here is a general guideline of what we will study this year:

First Quarter
I. Foundations of Science                     A) What is Science?                            B) Scientific Method                            C) Measurement Tools 
II. Basic Building Blocks – Chemistry   A) Matter and its changes                  B) Elements and compounds
Second Quarter
I. Earth Science                                        A) Geology –Minerals, Rocks, Soils     B)  Paleontology - Fossil Identification                           C)  Meteorology - Weather Systems                            D)  Astronomy- Earth & Solar System
Third Quarter
I. Physics                                            A) Atoms                                             B)  Chemical Formulas & Reactions  C)  Newton’s Law of Motion                            D)  Energy & Work                            E)  Electricity
Fourth Quarter
I. Life Science –Biology                             A) Cell Structures                                                   B)  Structure & Functions of Plants             C)  Structure & Functions of Animals     D)  Organisms & Environments                                          
Materials
· 3 Ring-binder ½-2 inch width

· Loose Leaf Paper

· Graph Paper

· Pencils

·  Pens-Red and Black/Blue

· Scissors (Safety)

· Colored Pencils

· Rulers
Lab Fees: $10.00
In order to provide many hands-on science lab opportunities a $10.00 lab fee will be needed to help in purchasing necessary lab materials.  The fees will be collected and deposited into a science fund that will be used throughout the school year. 
Your grade is determined using the following percentages:
Class Work / Science Lab

20%

Notebook

10%

Homework

10%

Quizzes

15%

Test 

20%

Project 

10%
Final Exam

15%
Total
100%

Grades will be based on points assigned  to all class work. Your final points will be weighted based on the breakdown to get your final grade.                                        

Grading Scale:                                         90-100% =A                                             80-89% =B                                                  70-79% =C                                              60-69%= D                                              59% and below=F

Middle school is a time for you to accept more responsibility for your own learning as well as develop habits and attitudes that will enable you to be successful in high school, college, and your future careers. For this reason we will be working throughout the school year to develop good work habits. The following guidelines will help you be successful in science class.
*Daily Work: Workbook or worksheet assignments are given daily and recorded on the chalkboard. You are expected to record the assignment and date on your school planner.  It is your responsibility to use your time wisely in order to complete and turn them in at the end of the period. Incomplete or late work is not accepted! However, you will be given three extension coupons per quarter for use when family conflict or emergencies arise. Any unused coupons at the end of the quarter will be converted to extra credit points. 
*Labs activities: You will be provided with many opportunities for hands-on science experiences. Labs will be focusing on developing questions, experimental designs, collecting data, and analyzing the data-drawing conclusions. Your responsibility is to perform the lab experiment with proper safety procedures and submit all completed lab papers at the end of the period.

*Homework: Homework assignments will be given throughout the week. Some of these homework will be specific assignments that are due at the beginning of the class period. Other assignments will be long term and will require you to turn in pieces as they are completed. Once again, no late homework will be accepted without a reasonable explanation.  All homework must be completed or it will be a 0%.  See absences below. 
*Notebooks: Notes will be assigned throughout the week so always be prepared to come into class with a science notebook. Your notes will consist of information from the units we’ll be studying.  Notebooks will be collected throughout the quarter and will be graded based on completeness and organization. 
*Projects:  Group or individual projects will be given once every quarter.  These projects will be long term and will require you to do research using the computer, internet, and various resources. I will be scheduling library days to help you in accomplishing your projects. 
*Quizzes: Announced or pop quizzes will be given weekly.  If you miss a quiz, it is your responsibility to make it up during break or lunch.  
*Tests: Tests and final exams will be announced 2 weeks before the test date.  Some test will be open notes, therefore have all your notebooks organized and complete.  You will not be allowed to share notes so make sure to copy any missed notes before the test. WARNING: Do Not depend only on your notes – studying it daily will higher your chances of passing the test.
*Absences: You are expected to make up all assignments given while you are absent! It is your responsibility to check with your teacher to find out what needs to be made up, negotiate deadlines, and ask for additional help when needed. As a general rule you will be given the same number of days you were absent to make up work that was missed. In the case of unusually long absences I will make arrangements with individual students as needed.


RUBRICS FOR CITIZENSHIP EVALUATION
Citizenship Grade:

Each student’s citizenship grade is evaluated based on the following rubrics:  Students need to exhibit at least two of the behaviors in each category to warrant that evaluation.  

E = Excellent

· Student exhibits exemplary behavior:  no disciplinary action needed

· Always follows school and classroom rules

· Listens politely and demonstrates respect to others

· Actively participates in class most of the time

· Socializes very well with others most of the time

S = Satisfactory

· Student exhibits good behavior; few to no disciplinary action needed

· Consistently follows school and classroom rules

· Participates in class

· Gets along well with others some of the time.

N = Needs Improvement

· Student exhibits inappropriate behavior

· Inconsistently follows school and classroom rules

· Occasional disciplinary action needed; teacher disciplinary action needed on three 


or more occasions.

·  Student participation in class is infrequent 

·  Has difficulty getting along with others

U = Unsatisfactory

· Student exhibits unacceptable behavior; 

·  Frequent disciplinary action needed;  referred to the SSO and disciplinary action 

       Taken (Level II or III type offenses)

·  Student does not participate in class

·  Does not get along with others.

* Please note that citizenship grades are reported at the middle and end of the quarter via progress reports and report cards.  

Parents/Guardians, please sign below and return this form to your child’s

Earth Science teacher, indicating that you have gone over the syllabus for

 Science for School Year 2007-2008 with your child.

Thank you for your continued support.

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

My child and I have reviewed the syllabus set for Earth Science
and agree to follow and support it.

______________________
  _____________________
  _____________________

        Student’s Name

         Student’s Signature
 
       Date

______________________
  _____________________
  _____________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s Name
      Parent’s/Guardian’s

       Date






  Signature

